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Research & Innovation Fund 
Early Researcher Prize & Early Innovator Prize 2026
Nomination form

Our Research and Innovation Fund awards prizes to two pre-registration BSc/MSc occupational therapy learners. This year we have the Early Researcher Prize for an outstanding research project and the Early Innovator Prize for an outstanding evidence-based service improvement project, each completed in the final year of the learner’s degree programme.
 
Nominees must be proposed by a member of the academic programme from the Higher Education Institution where the degree is awarded and with the consent of the learner. 

Each prize winner will receive a £50 book token and will have their achievement publicly recognised by RCOT. We’ll notify all nominees of their outcome in August 2026.
 
Nominations should be made using the nomination form below and submitted to Angie Thompson, Research and Development Officer, at angie.thompson@rcot.co.uk by 11:59pm Sunday 28 June 2026. 

Nomination form

	Learner project type

	Are you nominating the learner for the Early Researcher Prize (for a research project) or the Early Innovator Prize (for an evidence-based service improvement project)? 
	Early Researcher Prize: ☐

Early Innovator Prize: ☐




	Learner details

	Learner’s name:
	

	Programme:
	

	Institution:
	

	BAOT number:
	



	Research or Innovation project details (to be completed by nominator)

	Title of project:
	

	Date of completion:
	

	Abstract (insert/attach a copy):
	

	Please describe the reason for nomination, including the outstanding early research skills (for the Early Researcher Prize) or innovation skills (for the Early Innovator Prize) demonstrated by the learner: 

200 words maximum
	




	Learner reflection and authorisation (to be completed by learner)

	Please describe:
· what you learned from doing the research or service improvement project 
· what the findings and implications for practice were and how they added to the evidence base
· how you will apply your learning in your future practice
· your plans for disseminating your findings so others can learn from your project

300 words maximum 
	

	Your name:
	

	Your signature:
	

	Date:
	

	Contact email:
	






	Nominator details

	Nominated by:
	

	Role:
	

	Programme:
	

	Institution:
	


	Signature:
	

	Date:
	

	Contact email:
	


	
19 May 2026	1
19 May 2026	1
image1.png
R Royal College of

Occupational
oT Therapists




image2.emf
R Royal College of
Occupational
T Therapists










